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INTRODUCTION. 


FA HE chief defign of this little 
| piece is, to reſcue from obli- 
vion the laudable zeal of thoſe noble 


Iv INTRODUCTION. 


fired effeet of eſtabliſhing it on a firm 
and durable baſis : and by which it 


has fince been enabled to make fo 
rapid a progrels, as in a ſhort time 


to equal any Society in Europe, both 
with reſpect to the extenſive utility 
ol its defigns, and the number of its 


not be i improper to mention, leaft 
the authenticity of the ſallowing nar- 
rative ſhould be diſputed, that the 


late James Theobald, Eſq; one of 
| the firſt Vice Preſidents of the Soci- 
ety, ame gircn bim 


* 


copy 


| n r 
origin of this Society having been loft 


_ 


INTRODUCTION. | „ 


Ir may perhaps be ſuggeſted that 


this performance is premature, be- 
cauſe 


* 
cauſe the Society have ordered an 


INTRODUCTION. 


hiſtorical regiſter to be compiled by 


Dr. Templeman, under the direction 
af a ſelect committee appointed for 
that purpoſe. In anſwer to this, I 
have only to obſerve that, the Society 
having given all due encouragement 
to a great variety of Arts, and Manu- 
faftures, and to ſeveral branches of 
Commerce, by means of which, new 
ons ample relation — 
which have been decthed worthy) 
their attention, will form a volumi- 
nous, and conſequently an expenſive 
work, which cannot be purchaſed nor 
read 
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public 1 general; and 
ny — of it is am 
— wiſhed thn 
— if it be conſidered 
2 1 — 

nr 
A 


| as there are ſo many ſubjects to be 


* 1 eb it. 
——— 
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_- from 


vn INTRODUCTION. 


1s therefore to gratify the impati- 


ence, and fatisfy the curiofity of the 
public who have long been deſirous of 
peruſing ſome account of the riſe and 


progreſs of the Society, be a fault, 


the editor of this performance ftands 


condemned, but hopes it will be re- 
membered, that he only confiders it 
ho ke ad: gy rag 
Hiftorical Regiſter of the 


and that he * been ſtudiouſly 4 


tentive to do honor to the firſt found. 
ers, and to the preſent members of 
this laudable affociation, and has 
ſtrictly pur ſued the diftates of impar- 
tiality, candour and truth, through. 


out the whole narrative. 


As 
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INTRODUCTION. ix 


'As he ſhall be found to have ad- 
hered to, or- deviated from theſe 
grand criterions of narrative merit, 
he defires to ſtand approved cr con- 


- demned, and hereon relies for the 


patronage and protection of the un- 
6— 


W Se n ee he 
pleads his privilege as a Member, 


and preſumes to aſſert, that he has 


are the grand ſupport of the So- 
ciety, to offer to the public with 
all due deference and becoming 
modeſty, fuch an account of the 


longs, as hall incite every great 
C and 


a right, from thoſe principles of 
freedom and independency which 


reſpectable body to which he be- 
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and good man to aſpire to the 


A Con- 


. 
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CONCISE ACCOUNT 
| OF THE 
Riſe, Progreſs, and Preſent State 
Of the SOCIET Y, for the En- 
couragement of AzTs, Manu- 


FACTURES and COMMERCE. 


R. WILLIAM SHIPLEY, 
1 to whom this laudable Society 
2M owe their origin, when he firſt 


conceived the deſign of propoſ- 

* ing ſuch an inftitution to the 
public, reſided at Nor thampton, where, in 
the courſe of his acquaintance with ſeveral 
learned and ingenious gentlemen, he fre- 


WU a 
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(2) 
the good effects rewards had been productive 
of, on many public and private occafions; and 
in ſupport of the truth of his remark, ſeveral 
inſtances were quoted in converſation, both 
from ancient and modern hiftory : but what 
more "particularly engaged Mr. Shipley's 
attention to this ſubject was, a familiar in- 


Ar Northampton there are annually two 
very confiderable fairs for horſes, at each 
of which, ſeveral thouſands are expoſed to 
fale, and the dealers in horſes refort to theſe 
fairs to purchaſe them, not only from 
different parts of this kingdom but alio from 
foreign countries : Mr. Shipley having ob- 
ſerxed for ſome time what large ſums of money 
were annuallyreturned bythis branch of trade, 
was induced to enquire into the cauſe of the 
ſueceſs of theſe fairs, and was informed that 
the premiums of the king's plates, and of the 


plates given by private ſubſcriptions for races, 


in the different counties of the kingdom, 


had 


» 


> 


(3) 
had encouraged a great number of jockies 
by which means in proceſs of time 'the 


breed had been fo confiderably improved, 
that vaſt numbers of valuable horſes not 
only proper for races, but alſo uſeful in the 
field of battle, and for many other purpoſes, 
had been bred in many counties, and had 
formerly given. for the beſt horſes at theſe 
fairs; and he was alſo informed that the 
value of the exports of horſes to foreign 
parts at this time was computed to amount 
at leaſt to thirty thouſand pounds per an- 


* 


From this remarkable inſtance of the 
good effects of the premiums given at horſe 
races, fo little known or attended to by the 
as ſeminaries of every ſpecies of vice, Mr. 
Shipley made this ſenſible reflection: if ſuch 


is the advantage arifing to my country from 
theſe 


(4) 
ance ſeemed only calculated to promote a 
favourite diverſion, how glorious, how ex- 
tenſively uſeful it muſt prove, to eſtabliſn 


public premiums for the general encourage- 
ment of Arts, Manufactures and Com- 


merce ! Thus inſpired by the nobleſt and 
beſt of paſſions, the love of his country, 
tuting a Society for the purpoſes above men- 
tioned ; this done he found himſelf at a loſs 
to whom to apply for affiftance to enable 
| him to carry his defign into execution; 
however, he ventured to ſolicit thoſe gen- 
tlemen to whom he had firſt communicated 
his thoughts on the ſubject; but he met 
with fo little encouragement from them, 
owing to the great difficulties which they ap- 
prehended muſt neceſſarily attend the carry- 
ing ſo extenſive a ſcheme into execution, 
that he was totally difſuaded from attempt- 
ing it, and for the preſent laid aſide all 
thoughts of making any further applica- 
tions on that head, but as he thought 


65 
the propoſals might one day prove of ſome 
utility, he carefully preſerved them ; and 
happily, ſome time after, a favourable cir- 
of expectation, and opened a door to a more 
ſucceſsful attempt to accompliſh this im- 
unt defign. | 


In the year 1751, having obſerved the 
oppreſſive methods made uſe of by the en- 
groſſers of wood and coals in the town of 
Northampton, whoſe uſual cuſtom was, to 
lay in great ſtores of theſe commodities in 
ſummer, and to fell them retail to the poor 
at very exorbitant prices, during the rigour 
of the winter, he formed a ſcheme for pre- 
propoſing to ſome of the ſubſtantial inha- 
bitants to raiſe a fund by voluntary fubſcrip- 
tion in order to buy in a ſtock of fucl on 
the beſt terms, and to retail it to the poor 
at prime coſt, ſubject only to the incidental 
charges of warehouſe room and a moderate 
profit to a man to take care of the ſtock ; 

the 


4 
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the perſons applied to, not readily agreeing 
to this propoſal, Mr. Shipley who had this 
act of charity, greatly at heart, reſolved to 
coals ; which he determined to fell to the 
poor at firſt coſt : when thoſe to whom he 
firſt imparted his reſolution, faw that he had 
made a beginning, they then concurred 
with the plan, and ſubſcribed about one 
hundred and twenty guineas to be employed 
in this undertaking, and appointed him 
their treaſurer, for two years ſucceſſively : 
by means of this ſubſcription, ſea coal for 
which the poor were obliged, ih the winter, 

io pay twenty pence per buſhel, was deliver- 
ed out at thirteen pence; pit coal was re- 
duced from two ſhillings 2nd fixpence, to 
one ſhilling and five pence ; and wood from 
fourteen, to nine pence, per hundred 


Tus 


71 


Tur ſucceſs of this ſcheme greatly encou- 
raged Mr. Shipley once more to turn his 
thoughts to the revival of his favourite 
plan for encouraging Arts, &c. juſtly con- 
cluding, that if ſo much good had been 
the price of fucl in a fingle town, great and 
noble advantages might in all human pro- 
bability be expected to ariſe from a ſcheme 
of fo extenſive a nature as to comprehend 
the whole kingdom, and judging by the 
preſent caſe, that if even a ſmall beginning 
. was once made ; it might be attended with 
the ſame ſucceſs. He therefore conſulted 
ſome ingenious and public ſpirited gentle- 
=_—_ OO 
where it was kkely ſpeedily to take ello, 
as there alone, he could hope to find a ſuſſi- 
77 
diſ- 


134 
dliiſtinction ever ready to patronize and pro- 
mote any laudable deſign for the welfare 
and intereſt of Society : the only perſons 
that he was acquainted with at this time in 
London, who were capable of forwarding 
his defign, were, Mr. Henry Baker, Mr. 
T_T OI 00D £5 
mendation to the reverend Dr. Stephen 
Hales of Teddington, fince deceaſed. On 
his arrival he waited on the doctor, and 


communicated to him the intent of his 


_ nious gentleman readily concurred with him 
in the undertaking, and informed him, that 


the lord viſcount Folkftone, and lord Rom- 


ney had expreſſed to him an ardent defire of 
ſceing ſome ſuch plan carried into execu- 
tien, and had promiſed if any ſuch ſhould 
take place, that they would become ſub- 
ſcribers thereto, he alſo promiſed Mr. Ship- 
ley, if he would print his propoſals, that 
he would difperſe copies of them among 
many of our public ſpirited nobility and 


til having fo far ſucceeded in his firſt 


appli- 


1 


application, he then waited on Mr. Henry 
Baker, who generouſly affiſted him by giv- 
ing him various recommendations to proper 
perſons who might forward his defign : he 
alſo reviſed his propoſals and plan, which 
were ſoon after ſent to the preſs. 

Taz following is printed from one of 
the copies of that impreſſion. 


PROPOSALS 


For raifing by fubſcription a fund to 

be diftributed in Pzzruns for 
the promoting of improvements 
in the LIBERAL ARTS and 
SCIENCES, MANUFAC- 
TURES, &c. 


S riches are acknowledged to be the 
ſtrength, Arts and Sciences may 


E bs clawed the cnet 


ens. Few kingdoms have ever been for- 


midable 


EE 
out the other; or very conſiderable without 
both.---Does it not then behove every na- 
tion to cultivate and promote amongſt the 
members of her own community, what are 
ſo apparently and eminently conducive to 
der intereſt and glory? Encouragement is 
much the fame to Arts and Sciences as cul- 
ture is to Vegetables : they always advance 
and flouriſh e 


| ---The Augufian age amongſt the Romans, 


of their taſte and the nobleneſs of their 
productions ; they have recommended and 
endeared themſelves to all poſterity by many 
valuable monuments of genius and induſtry. 
None, I prefume, will imagine, that the 
men of thoſe times were endued with na- 

kind in former ages, or in this our preſent 
time, but their abilities originally equal, 
_ roſe to this ſuperiority, by falling into a 


14 
more fertile ſoil, and bei under 
being exerted 
i Had the fame 
Co enjoyed, even in the moſt 

2 barbarous periods, there is 
induſtry "of 1 0 
equal ſucceſs. „O— 
e purs, 
w quicken invention, 2 
ſcheme 3 5 
ne 
3 ts to the liberal ſciences, 
6 
of | it 1 
1 * this view a fund be 
8 premium or honorary grati- 
r. a 
Ay 4 That whoever 
branch of ay 
beneficial knowledge, = 


the moſt com 

2 pleat performance in any ſpe- 
0 mechanic Hill, whoever ſhall con- 

1 improve, execute, or cauſe to be ex- 

ecuted 


1 


ecuted any ſcheme or project calculated for 


the honor, the embelliſhment, the intereſt, 
the comfort, (or in time of danger, for the 
defence of this nation) may receive a reward 
ſuitable to the merit of his ſervices. Such 
an undertaking, it is thought, may eaſily 
be eſtabliſhed, and as eaſily ſupported, by 
| a body of generous and public ſpirited per- 
ſons, and itis hoped may prove an effectual 
means to embolden enterprize, to enlarge 
Science, to refine Art, to improve our 


in 2 word, to render Great Britain the 
ſchool of inſtruction, as it is already the 
eentre of traffic to the greateſt part of the 
known world. 


Northampton, * 3. 1733. 


Manufactures, and extend our Commerce; 
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For putting the PRO POS ALs in 
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A 


SC HE M E 


Execution. 


F HEN there is a ſufficient number 

of Subſcribers to put the ſcheme in 
execution, it is propoſed that they form 
themſelves into a body, by the name of a 
Society for the Encouragement of Arts, 
Sciences, and Manufactures in Great Brit- 
ain, or by ſuch other title as the ſubſcribers 
ſhall agree upon. 

Ladies as well as gentlemen are invited 
into this ſubſcription, as there is no reaſon 


to imagine they will be behindhand in a ge- 


nerous and fincere regard for the good of 
Ix is alfo propoſed that the ſubſcribers 
mall chuſe from amongſt themſelves a pre- 


fident, 


[ 24 ] 


fident, one or two vice · pteſidents, a tres- 
ſurer, and a ſecretary. 
At. the articles relating to the ſcheme 


may be ſettled by, balloting, and each fub- 


{criber ſhall be intitled to as many votes as 
are in proportion to his ſubſcription. 

The premiums may be honorary and pe- 
cuniary, and adjudged in the following 
manner. Some time before the day fixed 
for that purpoſe, the orkmans may be fea 


and ſome of the ableſt judges of each par- 
ons Aut, Songs, or nei, cal- 
TD 
the perſons who produce the receipts, 
whoſe numbers correſpond with thoſe of 
the beſt ſpecimens, may afterwards claim 

| $i 


(5) 
the prizes. If a profound ſecrecy is previz 
ouſly enjoined to the competitors, in all ca- 
ſes that will admit of it, under the penalty 
of being for ever excluded the benefit of 
the premiums, it is thought there can be 
no room for prejudice or partiality. 


Ia particuler caſes, as for very curious 
and valuable inventions or improvements, 
honorary gratifications) of ſuch value, and 
with ſuch devices as ſhall be thought proper 
by the ſubſeribers; but for common inven- 


ons or Ingooraments, pecuniary — 
are judged ſufficient. 


There may be given with the = 
prefident, treaſurer, nd fone of ts pil 
cipal ſubſcribers, fignifying what honours | 
the acquirers have been intitled to, and 
what rewards they have obtained ; there- 

E 


fore 


( 26) 


fore if a medal be got by a perſon, who 
circumſtances may oblige him to part with 


it, yet ſtill a certificate will perpetuate the 


honour he has received. 


n ed Bl aren't» the im- 
provers, if thought worthy, and the greateſt 


of all to thoſe who ſhall moſt amply exe- 
cute or cauſe to be executed, the faid in- 


ventions or improvements, it may be pre- 
ſumed this would be attended with benefi- 


cial conſequences. 
Should the ſubſcriptions not be ſufficient 


at firſt for ſo many premiums as might be 


with'd; a beginning may be made with 
giving rewards for the following articles, 
or ſome others that may be judged of the 
moiſt importance to the nation, viz. | 


For 
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lower claſs of people uſeful to the commu- 


(17) 


For improvements in the preſent plans of 


education, in naval affairs, in huſbandry, 


and particularly for the introducing of ſuch 
Manufactures as may employ great numbers 
of the poor, which ſeems the only way of 
leſſening the ſwarms of thieves and beggars 
throughout the kingdom, and relieving par- 
i hes from the burden they labour under, in 
maintaining their numerous poor, as well as 
rendering multitudes of the unemployed 


nity and happy in themſelves. 


Premiums may alſo be given for the re- 
vival and advancement of thoſe Arts and 
Sciences which are at a low ebb amongſt 
us; as Poetry, Painting, Tapeſtry, Archi- 
tecture, &c. As above all other people 
the Engliſh are endued with talents pe- 
culiar for improvements in Arts and Manu- 
factures, ſo by their moſt extenfive com- 


618) 


advantages from ſuch improvements, when 
made, than any other nation whatever. 


London, December 7, 1753. 


HAVING left ſeveral copies of theſe 
Propoſals with the reverend doctor Hales 
and Mr. Baker, Mr. Shipley returned 


tained great hopes of the ſucceſs of his 
refide in London, that he might have the 
better opoprtunity of attending to the pro- 


greſs of his laudable endeavours for the 


ſervice of his country. 


On his return to London he waited on 


lord Romney to whom his propoſals had 


been communicated by doctor Hales, his 


lordſhip greatly encouraged him to proceed 
in his undertaking, and to endeavour to 
make intereſt to eſtabliſh it. Mr. Shipley 


decently declined it, obſerving that doctor 


Hales had informed him, that his lordſhip 


in 


to Northampton, and as he now enter- 


R N 


| 


* fore hereby encourage him to apply to 
** the nobility and gentry for the promiſes 


619) 
in conjunction with lord Folkeſtone, had 
fome ſuch ſcheme of their own in view, 
and that he was afraid the ſetting his on 
foot might interfere with their lordſhips 
intentions. Lord Romney on this defired 
Mr. Shipley to proceed on his own, and 
thereupon figned a paper, of which the 
following is an exact copy. 


« WE whoſe names are annexed, hav- 
« ing peruſed Mr. Shipley's ſcheme for 
« promoting improvements in Arts and Sci- 
« ences, Manufactures, &c. in this na- 
5 tion, do much approve of the defign, 


« and think that the putting fome ſuch 


« plan in execution, will produce effects 
te very beneficial to this nation. We there- 


« of their ſubſcription and iatereſt, to pro- 
te as ſoon as a number of gentlemen and 
* ladies ſufficient to make a beginning. 


« have ſignified their intention of ſabſcrib- 


ing 


( 20) 
« ing to ſuch an undertaking, notice will 
© be given of a meeting (the time and 
«« place being firſt agreed on by a majority 


« of the intended ſubſcribers) to conſult on 


* proper meaſures for putting in execution 

* a plan of this kind, and for laying down 
e ſuch rules for the regulation and advance- 
« ment of it, as ſhall be judged moſt con- 
« qducive to render it uſeful and extenſive to 
* this nation, 22 the 
* ſubſcribers. 


Roux Ev. 


His lordihip alſo gave him recommenda- 
tions to ſeveral of the nobility and gentry, 
and in particular to lord Folkeſtone who 
was not then in town, but when he waited 
on him a few days after, his lordſhip re- 
ceived him very kindly, and fignified his 
approbation of his ſcheme, by figning the 
foregoing paper, and by allowing him to 
make uſe of his name to ſeveral of the 
nobility ; and at the ſame time gave him 
inſtructions how to proceed. 


Thus 
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Thus encouraged, Mr. Shipley confider- 

ed that unleſs he made the beſt uſe of his 
time, as the Parliament was to riſe early on 
account of the enſuing general election, his 


| ſcheme might fail this year, and afterwards 


be regarded as a ſtale propoſal, and there- 
fore he inceflantly applied for ſubſcriptions, 
and after about three months ſollicitations 
got acceſs to thirty-five of the nobility, and 
to a great number of other perſons of rank, 


after which he waited on his two noble pa- 


trons to inform them that of thirty five no- 


| bles, and a great number of the gentry to 


whom he had been admitted, only fifteen had 


| promiſed their ſubſcription, and none had 


the biſhop of Worceſter. 


Theſe noblemen then enquired of Mr. 
Shipley, if he had intereſt ſufficient to pro- 
cure a few gentlemen of his acquaintance 
to contribute in order to make a beginning. 
Mr. Shipley replied that he believed he had, 


if their lordſhips would be fo good as to 


honor 


viz. The Rev. Dr. STzPnen Harrs, FRS. 
Joun Goodcuitd, Eſq; Mr. Henzy 

Bakzx, FRS. Mr. Nicnor As CRisp⸗ 
Mr. Cnartes Lawzencs, Mr. GusrA- 
vus Bxanver, FRS. Mr. James SworT, 
FRS. and Mr. MzssI TER. 


At this firſt meeting it was propoſed to 
conſider whether a reward ſhould not be 
offered for finding Cobalt, and for planting 
Madder in this kingdom, and as Arſenic, 
Smalt and Zaffre are prepared from Cobalt, 
Mr. Shipley was defired to ſearch the Cuſ- 
tom-houſe books, to fee what quantities of 
each of thoſe commodities were annually 

im- 


231 | 
imported, and at the fame time it being the 
opinion of all the gentlemen preſent that 
the art of drawing is abſolutely neceſſary in 

many Arts, Trades and Manufactures, and 
244 of Þ NN pie 
of great utility to the public, it was re- 
folved, to give premiums to encourage boys 
and pirls in the art of drawing, and after 
converfing ſome time on theſe ſubjects, the 
further conſideration of them was poſtponed 
till the following Wedneſday, when they 
agreed to meet there again. 
Accordingly March ag, the gentlemen 
met at the fame place, when Mr. Shipley 
brought an account from the Cuſtom houſe 
books, ſhewing that in the year 1753, 
207510 pounds weight of Smalt had been 
imported, and alſo 16649 hundred, one 
quarter and fourteen pounds weight of 
Madder, upon which it was reſolved to give 
planting Madder, and then the gentlemen 
having reſumed the ſubject of drawings by 
boys and girls, it was reſolved to offer pre- 
F miums 


( 24 } 
mĩums for them alſo; and agreeable to theſe 
ſeveral reſolutions the following advertiſe- 
ment was drawn up and put into the 
Daily Advertiſer. 


'To THE 


TE ELF 


OME of the nobility, clergy, gentle- 
men and Merchants, having at heart 
the good of this country, have lately met 
together in order to form themſelves into a 
Society for the encouragement of Arts, 
Manufactures and Commerce in Great Brit- 
ain, by beſtowing rewards from time to 
time for ſuch preductions, inventions and 
improvements as ſhall tend to the employ- 
ing of the poor, to the increaſe of trade, 
and the riches and honor of this kingdom 
by promoting induſtry and emulation; and 
though at preſcat this plan is not complete, 
it has nevertheleſs been reſolved to make a 
| beginning in the manner following, viz. 

Cobalt 


281 
Cobalt having been already diſcovered in 
ſome parts of this kingdom, for producing 
ſpecimens not leſs than 20 pounds weight, 
for the beſt quantity to be produced on or 
before the 1 5th of January next, with fatis- 
factory certificates of the place where found 
ON OR 
tained in quantities, thirty pounds : 
determined that day fortnight. For mites 
| and curing the beſt Madder for dying, in 
weight, of which famples to be ſhewn with 
ſatisfactory certificates on or before the 1 5th+ 
of January, 1756, thirty pounds: to be 
determined that day fortnight. | 
For the beſt drawing by boys and girls 
under the age of fourteen years on proof of 
their abilities, on or before the 15th of 
January next, fifteen pounds ; to be deter- 
mined that day fortnight. 
girls between the ages of fourteen and ſeven- 
teen, with * 
F'8 on 
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on or before the ſame day, fifteen pounds: 
to be determined that day fortnight. 

Any information or advice that may for- 
ward this defign for the public good, will 


confidered if communicated by letter di- 
rected to Mr. Shipley at Mr. Meſſiter's, 
ſurgeon, in great Pultney ſtreet near Golden 
ſquare. 

As the ſubſcribers to this Society were at 
this time too few in number to raiſe the 


fam propoſed to be given by the above ad. 
wertiſement, the lords Folkeſtone and Rom- 


ney generouſly promiſed to make good 
whatever deficiencies there might happen 
on that account, and accordingly their lord- 
ſhips made good a conſiderable deficiency 
in the firſt year's ſubſcriptions, which be- 
nevolent conduct of their lordſhips gave 
ſtability to the proceedings of this little So- 
ciety, and was deſervedly reputed the baſis 
of its eſtabkſhment. 


It 


be received thankfully, and will be duly 


— WO * 


treaſurer, and to take care of the buſineſs of 


| 
| 
L 
' 
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It was now thought neceflary to nomi- 
nate a proper perſon to act as ſecretary and 


the Society, Mr. Shipley was appointed to 
this Office for one year, and performed it 
gratis, to the entire ſatisfaction of all the 
ſubſcribers. 

The gentlemen met again at the ſame 
place on the 1oth of April following, when 


it was propoſed to divide the premiums for 


the enſuing year, into three or four diffe- 
rent claſſes, and to extend them to the raĩſ- 
ing of raw ſilk in the colonies and at home, 
and then the meeting was adjourned to the 
circulating library in Crane court Fleet 
ſtreet, where leave had been obtained till 
a more convenient place could be found, 
On the 24th of April, this laudable aſſo- 
ciation met accordingly for the firſt time 
at the faid circulating library. At this 
meeting it was ordered that all letters to 
the Society, received by the Secretary, b, 
numbered in order to have them more eaſily 
referred 
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to, and that the Secretary, on receiving any 
letters that required immediate anſwers, 


ſhould collect a committee of the Society 


to conſult with. | 

Alſo Mr. Shipley having produced two 
abſtracts from the Amfterdam Gazette 
commending the intentions of the Society 
it was thought proper to have them tranſ- 
lated and entered in the minutes. After 
which the gentlemen adjourned to the 
twenty-ſccond of May, and continued their 
meetings at this place monthly; during 
the ſummer months nothing very ma- 
terial was tranſacted; but on the 27th of 
November the members then preſent ob- 
ſerving, that their meetings had now been 


held during the ſpace of eight months, and 


with a very ſmall increaſe of the number of 
ſubſcribers, ſome of the gentlemen gave it 
as thcir opinion that the forming themſelves 
into 2 regular body, and publiſhing their 


plan, would be the beit means of inducing 


others to join them, which being immedi- 
atcly approred of, Mr. Henry Baker was 


una 
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unanimouſly requeſted to draw up a plan 
for the regulation of the Society, who with 


great politeneſs and generofity undertook 
this difficult taſk ; and fo aſſiduous was he 


in the execution of it, that on the 18th of 


December following, he preſented his plan 
which was ordered to be confidered the fe- 


cond Wedneſday in February 1755, and 
thanks were returned him on this occaſion. 


At this meeting Mr. Theobald propoſed 


that their next meeting ſhould be at Peele's 


Coffee houſe in Fleet-ſtreet, which was 
agreed to, and 

On the tenth of Januar; they met agree- 
able to this reſolution in the dining room 
at the ſaid coffee houſe when a letter, was 
read from Charles Whitworth, Eſq; in 


which were fome propoſals for rendering 


the plan of this Society very extenſive ; and 
a ſcheme for a regiſter-book was approved of 
and: book was accordingly ordered, the form 
of a certificate. to be given with the premi- 
ums was likewiſe drawn up by Mr. Henry 
Baker and approved, and a motion was made 


by 
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by Mr. Shipley that a premium be given 
next year for the beſt performance in ſteel 
dies, and then they adjourned to the 15th, 
when with the affiſtance of Sir Henry 
Cheere, Mr. Dalton, Mr. Strange and Mr. 
Bonneau, who had been deſired to attend 
for that purpoſe, they for the firſt time ad- 
as follows, viz. To James Scowles for 
the beſt drawing five pounds; to Mitſs 
Keith for the ſecond beſt four pounds; to 
Elias Durnford for the third, three pounds: 
to Richard Dubourg for the fourth, two 
pounds ; and to John Revel for the fifth, 
one pound, being the Premium advertiſed 
for the claſs between the ages of fourteen 
and ſeventeen. 

To Richard Coſway for the beſt draw- 
ing, five pounds: to John Smart for the 
ſecond beſt, four pounds; to John Greſſe 
for the third, three pounds; to .Mifs Bar- 
bara Marſden for the fourth, two pounds ; 

and to John Aſhwood Porter for the fifth, 

one 
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the claſs under the age of fourteen. 

Public notice of this decifion was ordered 
to be inſerted in the Daily Advertiſer of the 
17th current, and on the 2gth following, 
the money was diſtributed among the ſeve- 
ral claimants abov:mentioned, before the 
ſabſcribers then preſent. At the next meet- 


ing on the fifth of February, the Society 
having formed themſelves into a body by 
ment of Arts, Manufactures and Com- 
merce, proceeded by ballot to the election 
of their ſeveral officers for the enſuing year, 
when the following noblemen and geatle- 


men were choſen, VIZ. 


PRESIDENT. 
The Right Honourable Jacob Lord Viſ- 
count Folkeſtone. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS. 
The Right Honourable lord Romney. 
The Reverend Dr. Stephen Hales. 
Charles Whitworth, Eſq. and 
James Theobald, Eſq. 


05 John 
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John Goodchild, Eſq ; treaſurer, and 
Mr. William Shipley ſecretary, who was 
likewiſe elected a perpetual member, and 
excuſed all payments in conſideration of his 
having framed the original propoſals and 


plan for forming this Society, and of the 


great trouble and fatigue he had undergone 
in ſoliciting the er couragement of the no- 
bility and gentry for many months: the 
_ fame honor was likewiſe conferred on Mr. 
Henry Baker, for drawing up a praQtical plan 
for carrying Mr. Shipley's defign into exe- 
cution. 

On the 19th of February, the Society 
met for the laſt time at Peele's coffee houſe, 
for finding that the room was too ſmall to 
contain their preſent members, they had de- 
fired Mr. Shipley to enquire for a more 
commodious room, who in confequence of 
their requeſt now informed them, that he 
had ſcen a houſe in Craig's court at Char- 
ing croſs, in which by laying two rooms on 


the firſt floor into oac, he could form a very | 


convenient apartment for the meetings of 


— f 8 * 
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formed into a regular body, and of the pub- 


By 
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the Society, which he would furniſh with 


chairs and other neceffaries for the meet- 
ings at the yearly expence of twenty pounds 
including fire and candles ; this offer ap- 
peared fo reaſonable, that the Society rea- 


dily accepted it, and appointed their next 


meeting to be held there accordingly. 
It was likewiſe reſolved at this meeting 
that one thouſand copies of Mr. Baker's 
plan ſhould be forthwith printed and diſ- 
perſed. 

The good effects of the Society's being 


lication of Mr. Baker's plan, foon became 
viſible by the rapid increaſe of the number 
of its members which almoſt inſtantly en- 
ſued, for from the time of their firſt meet- 
ing at Rathmell's coffee houſe, in March 
1754. to the firſt time of electing their 

officers in February 1755. being the ſpace 
of eleren months, they were only increaſ- 
ed to feventeen members, whereas in the 
ſhort ſpace of two months, after the publi- 
cation of the plan, the Society increaſed to 
G 2 cighty 
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eighty-one members ; and another favour- 
able circumſtance alſo greatly contributed to 
their facceſs, which was the conſtant and 
unwearied attendance of thoſe worthy noble- 
men alrcady mentioned, who at this time 
never once failed to honor the Society by 
their preſence at their weekly meetings. 

at their office in Craig's court, and from 


larly entered in books appointed for that 
purpoſe, and their meetings began to be 
held weekly. 


Soon after the Society's premiums were 


extended to different articles in Manufac- 
tures and Commerce at home, and in our 
colonies abroad ; and they have fince been fo 
eonfiderably enlarged that the annual cata- 
logue of their premiums and the conditions 
on which they are offered, makes a conſider- 
able pamphlet. 

_At 2 meeting on the zoth of April, Mr. 


Beardmore one of the members, produced 


to the Society the new general magazine 
for 


— 
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th of April, in which was in- 
r 3 
thereupon he was defired to thank 
proprietors of this magazine, probably 
becauſe the Society chearfully embraced, 


W vp” 
were willing to countenance 
| en of making their benevolent in- 


tentions univerſally known, and becauſe 
had in fome meaſure forwarded 4 
figns, which was agreeable to the requ 
ne 
8 
— L r 
2 will de regarded in 
ht. ; 
I a. ſummer the Society con 
_ 0 I»  _ 
in order to find the true Cobalt which 


their premium wasoffered ; andthe eftabliſh- 


r 2 
buff leather for the uſe of army = 
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for cultivating the growth of white mul- 
berry trees in Carolina ; for an account of 
the good effects of theſe and other premi- 
ums that may be hereafter mentioned, we 
refer the reader to a diſtin detail of the 
public benefits arifing from the Society's 
premiums, claſſed under proper heads and 
_ annexed to this narrative. 

By the tenth of December, the Society 
conſiſting of one hundred and fifty mem- 
bers, it was obſerved that Mr. Shipley's 
whole time was engroſſed in performing 
the buſineſs of Secretary, Regiſter and Col- 
lector, which he had hitherto performed 
for the Society gratis, therefore a motion 
was made to allow him a falary, and the 
queſtion being put it paſſed unanimouſly in 
the afñrmative. 

At length the apartments in Craig's court 
proved too fra] to contain their members» 
great numbers being now elected at every 
weekly meeting, wicrefore on the 25th of 
February, 1756, the Society hired the 


firſt for in the houſe ſituate at the corner 


of 


| 
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of Caſtle Court oppoſite the New Exchange 


buildings in the Strand, which firſt floor 
was properly fitted up for their meetings , 
and here the Society met for the firſt time 
on the ſecond of June 1756, and ordered 
eſſaying furnaces to be erected for trying 
fuch ores and minerals as ſhould be brought 
to the Society for examination, but prin- 
cipally on account of finding the true Co- 
balt. 

From this time the buſineſs of the Soci- 


_ ety multiplied fo conſiderably, that to give 


a regular detail of the proceedings at each 


meeting, would require a large volume; I 


ſhall therefore only ſelect ſuch important 
tranſactions as have been peculiarly beneſi- 
cial to the public, and ſhall then cloſe 
this little narrative with a ſhort account of 
the preſent ftate of the Society, remarking 
the number of its members, the extent 
and utility of its premiums, under their 
ſeveral claſſes, and the equity and modera- 
tion of the rules and orders by which this 
great body is happily conducted in ſuch a 
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ener © to ghee enforctls fcicſatiien, mad 
to merit diſtinguiſhed approbation. 

In the year 1756, Mr. Henry Baker, whoſe 
have often had occafion to mention, pro- 
poſed to the Society, to give gold and filver 
medals as honorary premiums, with a view 
of exciting emulation among the nobility, 
and other perſons of condition, with 
weight, agreeable to this propoſal, a defign 
for the medals was preſented to the Society 
by Mr. James Stuart, from which a die was 
ordered to be made, and fome medals being 
ſtruck, the firſt fix gold medals were given 
by the Society, to the perſons, and in the 
order following. 


To Jacos Lord ViscountT Forkes- 
TONE with this inſcription within the 
laurel wreath, Fox rMminenT SErvices. 

To Lord Roux, with the fame in- 
ſcription ; the eminent ſervices, fo pro- 
perly recorded in theſe infcripgions, re- 

"IM * 
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quire no repetition, as the reader is by this 
time fully acquainted with the amiable cha- 
raters of theſe two noblemen. 

To Henry Dutt or BravrorT with 
this inſcription, Fox Sowixo Acorxs. | 
To Lapy Louisa AuGusTaA GREVILLE, 
-——FOR DRAWING. 

To Aus STUART PamtzR AND 
ARCHITECT ---- FOR DESIGNING THIS 
Mapa. 5 

To WILIA um Weds PuB+ 
LIC SPIRIT GAVE RISE TO THIS SOCIETY. 
An engraving from this gentleman's medal 
has been made, and an ĩmpreſſion placed in 
the title page of this work, as its proper 
frontiſpiece, and alſo that the public _ 
have an exact copy of the Society's honor 
ary medals. 


February the 27th 1760, a letter was 
read to the Socity, from Mr. Francis Hay- 
man Hiſtory Painter, at that time chair- 
man of the committee of Artiſts, requeſt- 
ing that the Society would permit the Ar- 
H tiſts 


11 
tiſts to make an exhibition of polite Arts 
in the Society's great room, which had 
| been built for them at a houſe nearly oppo- 
tinue, this letter being referred to the com- 
mittee of polite Arts, they came to a reſo- 
lation to permit an exhibition, and aceord- 
ingly in May following the Artiſts of Great 
Britain, exhibited their works for the- firſt 
Gn.  —_— > of the Society, 
ako aby vefirned to this exhidiies, it 
plainly appeared how agreeable it would be 

to the public in general, if ſuch exhibitions 
were annually un. and experience 
s oo of vr a CER 
tion is as popular as the firſt ; and very im- 
portant are the advantages ariſing to the So- 
ciety, to the artiſts, and to the whole na- 
tion, from theſe annual exhibitions. 

Wh reſpect to the Society I believe it 
cannot be denied, that many private perſons 
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| capable of promoting their plan, not any 
by their ſubſcriptions, but by their advice 
and experience, have become members, 
from viewing the various works of art ex- 
hibited under the patronage of ſo laudable 
an affociation, many of which they found 
were the happy product of the Society's 
extenfive liberality, to which I may add, 
that numbers. who were not well apprized 
of the ſucceſsful progreſs of their patriotic 
endeavours, by this means received un- 
doubted information, and from thence were 
induced to contribute to the ſupport and 
extenſion of this noble ſtructure of public 
virtue---As to the rifing generation of 
Artiſts they no longer remain immerſed in 
nity of exhibiting their e e 
the beſt advantage, and are carly introduc- 
ed to the acquaintance of the patrons of the 
polite arts, to whom their names and reſi- 
their reputation is not founded oa the partial 

| | of 
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of public approbation ; and from the profit 
arĩſing from the ſale of the annual catalogues 
of their works thus exhibited, the exhibiters 
been enabled to diſtribute relief not only to 
the indigent of their own body, but alſo to 
aliens, and are at preſent formed into a re- 
gular inſtitution by the name of A Socrtry 
oF ARTISTS "ASSOCIATED FOR THE RE- 
LIEF OF THE DISTRESSED AND DECAYED 
OF THEIR OWN BODY, THEIR Wipbows 
axnD Cuban, thankfully acknowledg- 
ing the ſpirit of encouragement which the 
public have expreſſed during their late ex- 
duce of the fale of their catalogues for thoſe 
humane purpoſes al onR, fo clearly ſet 
in general derives a relative advantage from 
theſe exhibitions, for by them, a branch of 
education of the utmoſt importance to many 
of our Manufactures is greatly encouraged, 
emulation being a ſtrong incitement to our 
youth to learn the elegant art of drawing, 


and 
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and drawing is fo eſſential to the improve» 
ment of many Arts and Manufactures, 
and before the inſtitution of this Society, 
and of theſe exhibitions was fo little culti- 
the Manufacturers were obliged to give ſuch 
extravagant prices for new patterns, as 
greatly enhanced the value of their commo-. 
a 
nn foreign markets, if not at home. 

lam n 
ſhort review of our exhibitions, to an event 
of the utmoſt conſequence to the commu» 
nity the eſtabliſhment of the plan for 
ſupplying the markets of London and Weſt- 
minſter, with fiſh from diſtant fea-ports and 
rivers, by land carriage. | 

This extenſive undertaking was firſt pro- 
poſed to the Society in the month of No- 
vember 1761, by John Blake, Eſq; who 
attended the committee to whom it had 
deen referred to confider of a premium for 
the catching of turbots by Britiſh ſubjects. 
Mr. Blake informed the gentlemen of the 
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_———— 
trived capable of carrying one thouſend 
weight of fiſh, and at the fame time fo 
light, that they might cafily be drawn by a 
pair of horſes; and convey the abore 
the weather or jolting, to London, from 
the fea-coaſts of the kingdom; he likewiſe 
to the nation from the improvement of our 
fiſheries, and particularly that of adding 
canfiderably to our marine, by encouraging 
fiſhermen to ſettle on our ſea-coafts, which 
by this means would become nurſcries for 
good ſea - men ; for the children being early = 
accuſtomed to the watry clement, would 
be the more eaſily induced when grown up 
to enter into the ſervice of the ſtate. In 
a word, his whole plan ſeemed fo evidently 
calculated for the public good, that at the 
next meeting of the Society, it was refolved 
to advance Mr. Blake the ſum of two thou- 
fand pounds to enable him to carry his uſc- 
ful defigns into execution, and the ſaid fum 

—_ 
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was paid to him, without any limitations or 


E the 8 n that the 
ſcheme took effect, when proper carriages 
"being made from the model to which the 


2 


might tend to promote the ſucceſs of this 
* an act of parhament was ob- 
tained, by which the tolls to be paid by 
theſe carriages, were moderated, the fiſher- 
and ſelling of fiſh laid open to every perſon, 
whether brought up to the trade or not: in 
a very ſhort time, the public with pleaſure 
beheld a greater variety of fiſh than had 
ever been known at London, and ſeveral 
forts of fiſh particularly foles, were brought 

| — 
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to market much larger than uſual, and in 
better condition. 

r es 
were fo conſiderable, ſuch as providing a 
proper number of machines, a place of ge- 
neral reception, falls for fale, &c. that 
Mr. Blake foon found the fum granted by 
the Society was inadequate to the extenfive- 
poſſible ſatis faction to this reſpectable body» 
he laid before them an account of his ex- 
pences, and of the progreſs he had made, 
which the Society fo highly approved, that 


great care and attention to the truſt repoſed 
in him, but likewiſe on the ninetcenth of 
May, 1762, agreed, to lend him the fam 
of one thouſand five hundred pounds on his 
him to complete his defign, which he has 
fince carried on with great ſucceſs and 
amazing intrepidity, ſurmounting every dif- 


monop- 


they not only returned him thanks for his 


ficulty that the united efforts of a ſet of 


r 
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 wearied application in this public ſervice fo 


(47 ) 
monoplizers of fiſh in this town, could 


poſſibly invent to obſtruct him in the ex- 


cution 'of this great undertaking ; and in 
March laſt, he once more laid his accounts, 
unaſked, before the Society, at an extra- 
ordinary meeting, when his whole pro- 
ceedings appeared fo confiſtent with his firſt 
propoſals, and his difintereſted zeal and un- 


returned him, and the gold medal of the 


ing confirmed at the next meeting, it was 
referred to the committee of polite Arts to 


conſider of a proper inſcription, when the 
following was agreed to, To Journ Briar, 
Esq. and within the laurel wreath, Fils 
MonxoroLY RESTRAINED. Thus by the 
benevolent ſupport of this Society, and the 
public ſpirit and induſtry of one of its mem- 
by land carriage, and the reducing its price, 
have been happily accompliſhed ; and ex- 


I ſet 
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ſet apart five hundred pounds to be diftri- 
buted in premiums for the encouragement 
of the turbot fiſhery by Britiſh ſubjects, fo 
that from theſe two fertile ſources, we may 
| hope to derive two capital national ad- 
vantages, the employing of a great number 
of ſeamen in time of peace, and the forming 
a conſiderable nurſery of theſe uſeful ſub- 


jects, vo may be called forth, by proper 


encouragement, to the ſervice of their coun- 
try, in time of public danger. 

Having now given an account of the 
moſt important propoſals that the Soci- 
ety have carried into execution fince the 
year 1756, independent of their printed 
liſt of premiums, I ſhall briefly ſtate 
the fignal advantages the public have de- 
'rived from the premiums and bountics 


given by this Society in purſuance of their 


plan, as far as they have come to my know- 


ledge, diftinguithing the improvements ac- 


tually made in each claſs : propoſed to be 


Ix 
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In Tus AxciexT anD uszrut ARTS 
o AGRICULTURE A&D HUS- 
BANDRY. 


THE Society have conſtantly offered 
honorary premiums of gold and filver me- 
dals, for planting of Acorns, Cheſnuts. Elms, 
Firs, and Weymouth Pines, in different 


the fame effectually, in order to raiſe tim- 
ber, ſo eſſential for the ſervice of the navy, 
and wood for domeſtic uſes in building 
&c. 

The great utility of the cultivation of 
theſe trees is fo obvious, and indeed hat 
been fo well conceived by our nobility and 
gentry, that it will be ſufficient to remark 
time to time, by perſons of the higheſt dif- 
tinction, the firſt of which has been already 


| noticed. 


The cultivation of madder which is a root 
of great uſe in dying, has been encouraged 
I 2 by 


(£0) 
by the Society's premiums from the firſt 
year of their inſtitution ; it was formerly 
planted in England in great quantities, but 
of late years had been wholly diſcontinued, 
the Dutch having conftantly ſupplied us 
with this valuable article. and it is com- 
puted that the imports of Madder from 
Holland have amounted for forme time paſt 
to 200,000 pounds per axzuz ; but under 
the fanction of the Society the growth of 
this plant 1s revived, and very large quanti- 
ties are now cultivated by ſundry pei ſons in 
 biffetent parts of this king dom, one perſon 
in particular has planted 29 acres, and the 
premiums offered by the Society are regu- 
 hrly claimed, fo that in a very ſhort time 
we thall have no occzfion to fend to Hol- 
land for a vegetable, æhich will thrive as 
well in our own country. 


The other artici.s in huſbandry which 


the raiſing apia · ies for which boch ho- 


norary and pecuniary premiums are offered, 
the quay roguived for the firſt premiom 


being 
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being eighty pounds, is no leſs than four 
hundred ſtocks in hives or boxes, and before 
perſon ever thought of poſſeſſing ſuch a 
ſtock of bees Several forts of fodder, par- 
great ſucceſs, and laſtly, Hemp, the growth 
and preparation of which in this kingdom 
is of very conſiderable importance, has 
deen greatly cncouraged, and the premiums 
clauned in ſeveral counties. 


POLITE ARTS. 


($2) 

Through the encouragement given by 
the Society to this Art, drawing is become 
a branch of education ; and as a great many 
of our Manufactures which depends on cor- 
rectneſs and elegance of deſign, are annu- 
ally exported to foreign countries, the im- 
provement of theſe, which will be the re- 
Art, muſt in time prove a national advantage. 
In the year 1757, premiums were offered 
amongſt us: ſeveral excellent ſpecimens in 
clay, and in wax, having been preſented to 
the Society, in conſequence of their pre- 
miums, the great benefits arifing from the 
improvement of this Art, to the ſtatuaries, 
ſculptors, &. is too well known to re- 

quire a detail. 
— Enxching and engraving, and caſting in 
bronze, all of which have their various well 
known uſes, have been conſiderably im- 
proved under the ſanction of this Society, and 
'—m— 
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In 1788, premiums were publiſhed for 
the encouragement of the medalic art, and 
been, ſome of the moſt glorious events of 
the late war: as theſe medals are firack 
from ſteeli dies, an extenſive benefit is 


articles in hard ware, as Etwees, Seals, &c. 


fore all improvements of them muſt prove 
beneficial to theſe Manufaftures by increaſ- 
ing the variety of defigns or patterns. 
Hiftory and landſcape painting have like- 
wiſe been encouraged and alſo ſtatues and 
baſſo relievo's in marble, by which many 
young artiſts and ſome maſters have been in- 
duced to produce ſuch performances in each 
| branch, as have done honor to the Society 
under whoſe ſanction they have been pro- 
duced. | 
Engraving on gems has been encouraged 


with fuccefs ; and ſeveral: other articles of 


derived from improvements in this branch, 
which is not known-in general; a variety of 


of which vaſt quantities are exported are 
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inferior note, but which are all uſeful in 


CHEMISTRY, MINERALOGY 
and DYING. 


| ' PREMIUMS have been offered for 


premiums b 
oe 
from Britiſh materials has been fo far eſta- 
bliſhed to the ſatisfaction of the Society, 
that the premium is diſcontinued. White 
enamel in imitation of the Venetian, has 
been produced, and a manufactorv eſtabliſh- 
ed in England, in conſequence of the pre · 
miums thrown out for this article. | 
Premiums have likewiſe been claimed for 
improvements in dying cloth and filk in 
grain, and for dying cotton ſcarlet, or 
crimſon in grain, and to anſwer the pur- 


poſes 
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es > Turkey or India red. Speci- 
——— 
the ends of Martin's at Patis, have been 
brought in for the premium offered for this 
article, and are now under examination ; 
and alſo a compoſition to prevent ſteel from 
taking ruſt ; the making Salt Petre of Pig 
and bar Iron, Sal Ammoniac, a ſubſtitute for 
Borax, &c. are ſubjects for which premiums 
are offered under this head, and it is not to 
be doubted but that conſiderable improve- 


ments, will be made in every branch of 
theſe commerical arts. 


MECHANICS. 


THE git articles in this cla which 
Society encouraged by premiums were 
ME | 
models of which have been produced to 
the Society, and are kept in their repo- 
Foce. me hi au im 

provements in ſpinning wheels, and 
K year | 
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year a complete ſpinning wheel has been 


fix threads, at a time, and it will prove 


quence lately brought to perfection is, the 
erecting of a faw Mill for ſawing of planks, 
chaſed by the Society for one hundred 
pounds, and is now lodged in their repofi- 


tory, this machine is worked by water and 


carries ſixteen faws, from this model vari- 
ous Mills may be conſtructed for the fame 
purpoſe. 


ral uſeful inventions and improvements in 
Mechanics, which have from time to time 
been laid before the Society, 
improvements in reels for winding filk, a 
new invention of a machine for planing caſt 
Iron, eſteemed very curious and uſeful; and 
ſeveral other things of lefs conſequence : 
to this curſory review of the Society's fuc- 


Bounties have alſo been granted for feve- 


? 
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ceſs in the purſuit of the firſt part of their 


of a varĩety of models, machines, &c. ſome 
of which have been preſented to the Society, 
others have been depoſited in conſequence 
of their premiums and bounties; and feve- 
ral have been purchaſed of the inventors or 
improvers for the benefit of the public ; 
and as this repoſitory is continually increaſ- 
Ing either by donations from gentlemen, or 
in conſequence of premiums and bounties, 
they may in ts form „„ 


uſeſul and extenſive. 


The ſecond branch propoſed to be - 
comnged by tis bonkery fe, = 


MANUFACTURES. 


SEVERAL valuable ese 
have been improved and ſome actually eſta- 
bliſhed through the patronage of this Soci- 
ety. In the year 1755, premiums were 
29 
K 2 . of 


frond as be as good os wo Renee of datſe- 
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locks hides were dreſſed in oil, and were 


introduced the uſe of this * * a 
the Kentiſh militia, and it as face bac 
approved by ſeveral regiments. 
Err 
for making carpets in England in imitation 
of thoſe made in Turkey and Pera, which 
Have been brought to very great perſection 
dy Mr. Moore in Chiſwel ſtreet Moorfields, 
who produced to the Society acarpet in many 
reſpedts equal and in ſome ſugtrior to thoſe 


The making of flowers of point lace, after 
the manner of Bruſſels lace, having been 
made therein, and the premiums have been 


„ 
cellent in their kind, that the premium is 
*. — 
that have flouriſhed under the fanction of 


cer plan of qua ey wich the enon- 
ragement of Arts. 


a "Bt to the ſupport of Com- 
merce, that little remains to be faid on 
this head, which completes the plan of our 
hudable Sccicty, however, ſeveral articles 
m | 
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COMMERCE. 


HAVE been greatly improved by means 
of their premiums, eſpecially in our colo- 
nĩes. 


The planting of white mulberry trees , 
worms,. has been promoted by premiums, 
have ſpun the filk, have been produced to the 
Society's correſpondents in the colonies who 
have paid the premiums that have been 
claimed for this article. 

bode ˙· yaa 
miums which are fill continued. 

A of op ry 
wines in our American colonies, and fome 
ſamples have been ſent over of both red and 
white, which were greatly approved of in 
the Society, but as the time for granting 
this premium does not expire till 1765, we 

may 
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may expect further improvements, and 
that ſuch wines will be produced as ſhall 
deſerve the reward of one hundred 
| The cultivation of hemp, of the olive 
and cirnamon trees, of aloes, fafflower, 
c&c, in the colonies, is encouraged by ſuĩt- 
to be imported from thence ; amongſt 
. not 
in ſuch large quantities as to merit pre- 
mium, but the proprietor has been honor 
ed with the Society s gold medal, in confi- 
„ ebe 
to this commodity. 
And fs lays » 56d i opened in the co- 


our fellow ſubjects in America, ei 
rene 


Society for the encouragement of ArTS, 
ManutACrtUREsS and COMMERCE, 


propnety 
za well digeſted ſet 
Which are printed for the. uſe of the 
Members, the ſubſtance of which, I ſhall . 
| endeavour to comprize in as few words as 
poſſible. , 
Tur Oryicens of this Society are, the 


the vi of whom 


meeting of the Society, and be balloted for 


at the next meeting, when if two thirds of 


ſecond Wedneſday in November to the laſt 
Wedneſday in May, and in the intermedi- 


meetings, befides which, there are eight 


general meetings every year; and ſome oc- 
» 


Wen 


y 
S 
.» 
7 
15 
* 
5 
- 
| 
| 
. 
: 


— mn. 


deing firſt delivered at the chair in writing, 


> Docs * 
8 . 
Lada, 1 
— n 
, e D ati Da @ a 
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When the Society is fitting, theprefi- 
fineſs. of the evening agreeable to the book: 
4 4 
gry ——— 
which being once read, are on a fecond 
reading to be diſcuſſed if neceſſary, article 
by article, before any other ſubject is con- 
firmed : after this the reports from com- 
mittees are read, and agreed to or diſap- 
proved; unleſs a motion is" made and ſe- 
conded to poſtpone the reports, is coder; 
nite dis We u five un tives; if fad 
motion ſo ſeconded is carried by a majority 
of hands held up in ſupport of it, then the 
new propoſition is immediately conſidered, 


and in this, and all other caſes, the greateſt 
freedom of debate is allowed, and carried 
on with the utmoſt decency and candor, 


L 2 every 


ſpeaks, he ſtands up and addrefſes himſelf 
to the gentleman in the chair and the reſt 


remain filent, no limitation of time is pre- 


| 2 for the ſaticfac- 
tian of ſo large an auditory, ſpeak as audibly 


ber 


\ 
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ber is of every committee, though particu- 
lar gentlemen are nominated to each com- 
of this narrative, which I cannot more aptly 
conclude than with a fincere and fervent 
prayer that this moſt free and independ- 
« ant Society, inſtituted rox Tus PunBLIC 
< G00D, may long continue to do honor 
< to its patrons, and that its preſent moſt 
ments may be handed down to poſterity, 
and by them be facredly revered, and 
« firmly upheld with the reſt of thoſe 
« incftimable privileges, which have ren- 
« dered us ſuperior to all the nations of the 
« earth. 


FINIS. 


